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colour to her cheeks and at that moment she was more beautiful
than ever. Something like a premonition of happiness swept over
the Prince.

Ludwig spent a week at the little Court of Hildburghausen
'in a kind of fever heat'. He could eat very little and sleep had
entirely deserted him. Therese's four brothers smiled; the girl
seemed to have scored a complete victory. Therese herself
was much calmer. She was flattered at the impression she
had made on the Bavarian Crown Prince, and therefore was
inclined to overlook the fact that her suitor could not be called
good-looking, that he was rather deaf, and that he stuttered worse
than usual at this time when his feelings had the upper hand.
But she was a wise and serious-minded girl. She saw in Ludwig
not merely the heir to the Bavarian throne but a sentimental,
passionate, unusual, and, because of her own lively and
enthusiastic nature, particularly winning personality whose many
small faults could easily be overlooked, and to whom it would be
possible to be both wife and comrade on the important path which
lay before him. There was only one point to consider: the Princess
was a Protestant and Ludwig a Roman Catholic. Everything now
depended upon how this difficulty could be met.

In the first letters which the Crown Prince wrote after his
departure it seemed that his heart prevailed: 'My spirit was
submerged in heavenly delight, 0 Cousine,' he wrote to his future
bride.1 The gentlemen of my suite said to me yesterday in the
carriage that anyone who did not know me might at times think
me crazy. There are moments when I appear so to myself. I
cannot deny that I feel a different person now/

Therese learned that when Ludwig had asked for her hand in
marriage he had required of her mother that his future bride
should enter the Roman Catholic church. That she could not and
would not do. Letters on the subject went to and fro, and neither
side would give in. 'My beloved Therese was born to be a queen/
Ludwig wrote to the Duchess of Hildburghausen2: 'Born to be
an excellent wife and a true friend through life. I beg of you and
of my darling, not to shatter my hopes of a happy future because
of this one point. I have seen many good, beautiful and lovable
women, but nowhere a second Therese/ Yet on the question of

1  Crown Prince Ludwig to Princess Therese von Hildburghausen, Wiirzburg,
26th December, 1809.   Munich HA.

2  Crown Prince Ludwig to the Duchess of Hildburghausen, Nuremberg, 31st
December, 1809.   Munich H.A.